sample of plasma was centrifuged for 10 min. at 3,000 r.p.m. The supematant, thus cleared of precipitated fibrinogen, was decanted into another tube and then employed as a serum would be in the various serodiagnostic tests. This last step is the crux of the procedure. Plasmas used in serologic tests with the coagulated fibrinogen still present are usually completely unsatisfactory in flocculation procedures and are anticomplementary in complement-fixing procedures.
It is interesting to note that this critical step has been omitted from some of the abstracts of this work (Coleman and Appleman, 1955a, b, c) .
Results
The results are summarized in the Techniques and tests reported in a paper should be followed implicitly. It is unsound to infer that a similar technique or related test can be substituted.
Criticism is vital to science and should be encouraged; however, that criticism itself must be scientific and adhere to basic rules.
Summary
(1) When blood treated with potassium oxalate is employed in the performance of the Kolmer test, the cardiolipin antigen may be used with as much success as has been previously shown using the lipoidal antigen.
(2) As in all serologic tests for syphilis employing plasma in place of serum, the fibrinogen, precipitated by heating in the water bath, must be removed by centrifugation before the tests are performed.
